OUR FOUNDATION
By Rev. Hugh C. Hawes

"For other foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ," 1CO 3:11-12.

When the Holy Spirit works grace in a heart, the person becomes renewed in the spirit of the mind. There is now a desire to do what is right even though the heart is so inclined to do what is evil. That is the dross which must be removed. That is what David is talking about when he says in PSA 119:119, "Thou puts away all the wicked of the earth like dross: therefore I love thy testimonies." That verse distinguishes between the righteous and the wicked by their attitude toward God's holy precepts. The Lord does not use the law as a whip to drive us with a slavish fear, but the Lord does allow us to know the consequences of sin to give us a holy reverence for His law. 

If you know you can be fined $100 for running a stop light, it helps give you respect for the law. When you know those who have no pleasure or desire to do God's will shall be put away for eternal condemnation, that should give you respect or holy reverence for His will. This is the message of our text; it speaks of gaining a holy reverence for His testimonies. David says, "...therefore I love thy testimonies." 

That verse distinguishes between the righteous and the wicked based upon their attitude toward God's holy "testimonies." Let's look at 1CO 3:11-12. "For other foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ." The only foundation that you and I have as the basis for that hope is the atonement of the Lord Jesus Christ. The only foundation we can trust is Christ. Therefore, David asked the Lord to uphold him because he loved God's law. Yet he acknowledges his weakness; he is prone to falling. 

On the Day of Judgment we cannot come and say we kept the law in all these ways, because if we break the law just one time, we have broken the whole law. For example, you get in the car and drive from Montana to New York City. You obeyed the law every step of the way, did not violate the law one time, but in New York you go through a stop sign without stopping; a policeman pulls you over. You tell the policeman, "I kept the law all the way from Montana to New York." He might reply, "That was your duty; the issue here is this violation." That one violation brought you under the condemnation of the law. 

If you violate God's law one time in your whole life, you deserve eternal hell. The only foundation for any hope is the imputed righteousness of Christ. Why? Christ kept the law with perfection, and His perfect obedience must be imputed to you. He paid the penalty of the broken law; your violation must be included in that penalty. Christ was our substitute; He paid the penalty for His church. He became the foundation for our salvation. 

Verse 12 continues, "Now if any man build upon this foundation gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, stubble." How are we going to build on this foundation? In this life the righteous and the wicked are a mixed multitude--the precious metals are also mixed with the dross in the visible church. There are many visible churches in the world today--but there is much dross mixed with the precious metal as Jesus Christ revealed in MAT 7:22-23 "Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? and in thy name have cast out devils? and in thy name done many wonderful works? And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity." 

This is why we must examine our own foundation to see if it will stand the test. We cannot stand on our membership in a given church as proof we are saved. My foundation is a personal matter, not the one sitting next to me in the pew; my foundation must be the Lord Jesus Christ. His perfect righteousness must be imputed to me personally; being a member of a particular group has no salvation in it at all! The only place one can find salvation is in Christ. 

Let's examine this by continuing to read in 1CO 3:13-14, "Every man's work shall be made manifest: for the day shall declare it, because it shall be revealed by fire; and the fire shall try every man's work of what sort it is. If any man's work abide which he hath built thereupon, he shall receive a reward." This Scripture refers to the refining process; it is a symbol or sign. We will be tried in the furnace so the dross will be removed and the precious metal will go into the fining pot. That is the lesson we are being taught. 

Mankind finds its origin of the dust of the ground. Look at GEN 2:7, "And the LORD God formed man of the dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living soul." We are of the earth, but we differ from animals in that we have a rational mind--a never-dying soul. That breath of life, that living soul, that rational mind, was given to us, but our origin is in the dust. 

This is equally true of all precious metal--in its origin it is mixed with earth--which can only become separated by the refining process. This is a symbol of the process God uses to remove the dross. Precious metals are found in the hills and in the ground, from the dust, just as we were created. The refining process is used to separate those metals from the dust. 

Look at ISA 48:9-10, "For my name's sake will I defer mine anger, and for my praise will I refrain for thee, that I cut thee not off. [The Lord's just anger will be restrained that we might be refined.] Behold, I have refined thee, but not with silver; I have chosen thee in the furnace of affliction." Where is this furnace the Lord uses to refine His people? By sending afflictions, He removes the dross; we no longer cherish the things of this earth. Through the furnace of affliction God loosens our love for the things of this life, and causes us to place our values and affections on things above. Amen.

How firm a foundation, ye saints of the Lord,
Is laid for your faith in His excellent word!
What more can He say, than to you He hath said,
To you, who for refuge to Jesus have fled.
"When thro’ fiery trials thy pathway shall lie,
My grace, all sufficient shall be thy supply;
The flame shall not hurt thee, I only design
Thy dross to consume, and thy gold to refine.
"Fear not, I am with thee, O be not dismayed,
For I am thy God, I will still give thee aid;
I’ll strengthen thee, help thee, and cause thee to stand,
Upheld by my gracious, omnipotent hand."
            ~Author: George Keith    
BUILDING UPON OUR FOUNDATION

 

1 COR 3:11-13 "For other foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ. Now if any man build upon this foundation gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, stubble; Every man's work shall be made manifest: for the day shall declare it, because it shall be revealed by fire; and the fire shall try every man's work of what sort it is."

What is that foundation and where do we find it? What is the positive mark salvation? How do I know that I am building on that foundation? 

See what the Apostle Paul points out. He says in 1 COR. 3:6, "I have planted, and Apollos watered; but God gave the increase. So then neither is he that plants anything, neither is he that waters, but God that gives the increase."

Some place their trust upon a certain pastor as their hope. They start to build their foundation for salvation upon a man. That is what Paul was reproving them of. 

He goes on to point out, "According to the grace of God which is given unto me, as a wise master builder, I have laid the foundation, and another builds thereon. But let every man take heed how he builds there upon," 1COR 3:10.

We must establish what that foundation of the Apostles is. It says, "For other foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ." We must understand that our foundation has to be built upon Jesus Christ.

What does it mean to repent? It means to come to a change of mind, a change of attitude, and a change of direction. We have to start walking in the revealed will of God. 

HEB 12:14 says, "Follow peace with all men, and holiness, without which no man shall see the Lord." There is no person that can claim salvation if he hasn't been washed and cleansed from his sins. If he hasn't seen sin become sin, if he hasn't had that power of sin broken, so he mourns over sin, and he hates sin, he cannot claim salvation. 

How do you separate faith from obedience? You cannot separate faith from obedience. When you talk about faith, you are talking about righteousness; you are talking about obedience. When you talk about unbelief, you are talking about disobedience. You cannot separate the two.

Can you separate faith from sanctification? No. Can you say you have faith in the Lord Jesus Christ and then walk in open rebellion to Him? No. Therefore you cannot separate sanctification and repentance from faith. 

2 COR 7:1 says, "Having therefore these promises, dearly beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God."

                          

